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BILL 

To prevent the wilful and malicious destruction 
of Dwelling Houses in Ireland. 



[ $ ft $ £ & divers ill designing and disorderly persons in Mi( - chie f re .. 
Ireland, have of late wilfully and maliciously committed great 
Waste and Destruction, by pulling down and demolishing Dwelling demolifhing 

J i • j -i ofHoufes 

Houses, and other Buildings, whereof they have obtained possession by obtained from 
5 virtue or under colour of the title of some sufficient legal Tenant or Tenants - 
Tenants for lives, with or without a covenant for renewal, or for years, 
or other less term, or at will, or by power under or by collusion with 
such Tenant or Tenants, or some Occupier or Occupiers thereof, and 
have converted and disposed to their own use of the Materials, Fixtures 
1{J and other Effects arising from or being within or appurtenant to such 
Houses and other Buildings, or used and occupied therewith, to the 
great damage of His Majesty’s subjects, being Lessors or Owners of 
such Houses, Buildings and other Property, or otherwise entitled 
thereto, or interested in the preservation thereof: And whereas the 
15 Remedy by suit in His Majesty’s courts of Equity to prevent the com- 
mission of such Waste and Destruction, is found to be insufficient for 
the prevention thereof, by reason that the same may be committed 
before it is possible to restrain the Offenders by any equitable injunc- 
tion which might be decreed for that purpose : And whereas such 
20 Waste and Destruction, if once committed, is irreparable, by reason 
that the persons so offending are generally persons in embarrassed or 
insolvent circumstances ; and inasmuch as Doubts have arisen whether, 
in case such possession as aforesaid hath bedn obtained by consent of 
the person or persons entitled to deliver the same, the parties offending 
can be convicted of any misdemeanor by any law now in force within 
this realm : And whereas it is expedient that such Doubts be removed, 
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s and some more effectual remedy provided than by law now exists, 
for the preservation from Waste and Destruction of Dwelling Houses, 
and other Buildings let to Tenants, and for securing to Landlords and 
others their just rights in respect of such Dwelling Houses and other 
Buildings, Fixtures and Effects within or appurtenant to the same, or 5 
used and occupied therewith ; 

BCD It therefore CSnacteb by the KING’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral,, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, THAT from and after 10 

all and every person and persons, 
who under pretence of becoming bond Jide tenant or tenants of any 
Dwelling House or other Building, or by power under or collusion with 
any person or persons having or claiming to have title thereto as tenant 
or tenants, for the term of any life or lives, with or without any cove- 15 
nant for renewal, or for years, or other less term certain or at will, shall 
obtain and get possession of any Dwelling House or other Building, 
for the fraudulent and malicious purpose of pulling down or demolishing 
the same, or of doing other unlawful waste or destruction, or who, being 
possessed of any such Dwelling House or other Building, or part of 2 o 
such Dwelling House or other Building, shall pull down or demolish, 
or begin to pull down or demolish the same, or shall commit any other 
unlawful waste or destruction thereof or thereto, or shall pull down or 
sever from the freehold any fixture or utensil being within or appur- 
tenant to such Dwelling House or other Building, or such part of such 25 
Dwelling House or other Buildings, or used or occupied therewith, or 
which, in a due course of occupancy, ought not to be so pulled down 
or severed from the freehold, shall be deemed and are hereby declared 
to be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and shall be subject and liable, on 
conviction thereof, to the like pains and penalties as on cases of 30 
Misdemeanor. 

All Abettors, And be it further Enacted, That every person who shall wilfully and 
Proceedings, fraudulently aid, abet or assist in the obtaining possession of any 
jSSjtf 1 * Dwelling House or other Building, or of any part of any Dwelling 

Mifdemeanor. House or other Building, for the fraudulent and malicious purpose of ^ 
pulling down and demolishing the same, or of committing any other wilful 
and unlawful waste or destruction thereof or therein, or who knowing 
that the possession of any Dwelling House or other Building, or of any 
part of any such Dwelling House or other Building, hath been obtained 
for any such fraudulent and malicious purpose, shall wilfully and 
fraudulently aid and abet or assist in pulling down or demolishing the 
same, or in committing any other wilful and unlawful waste or destruction 
thereof or therein, or shall aid, abet or assist in the pulling down or 
severing from the freehold, any fixture or utensil, being within or appur- 
tenant 
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tenant to any such Dwelling House or other Building, or to any part of * 
such Dwelling House or other Building, or used and occupied therewith, 
and which, in due course of occupancy, ought not to be so pulled down 
or severed from the freehold, or who shall purchase or contract to 
5 purchase the materials, or any part of the materials of which such 
Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling House 
or other Building, was constructed, or any fixture or utensil being within 
or appurtenant to any such Dwelling House or other Building, or part of 
such Dwelling House or other Building, or used and occupied there- 
to with, and which, in due course of occupancy, ought not to be pulled 
down and severed from the freehold, shall in like manner be deemed, and 
is hereby delated to be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and shall be subject 
and liable to the same or like pains and penalties, as persons convicted 
as principals as aforesaid would be liable to under the provisions of this 
15 Act, as well before as after the trial or conviction of the principal 
person guilty of such Misdemeanor, and whether any person or persons 
liable to be tried as principal or principals shall have been apprehended 
or shall be amenable to justice or not. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the when fuf- 

picion is 
entertained 

in all cases where any Dwelling House or other Building, or any SS !! 
part of any Dwelling House or other Building, shall be held by virtue of 
any lease or agreement, or for any term of years or other less term, SShtomrf 
certain or at will, whether the possession of such Dwelling House or before a"” 
25 other Building, or any part of such Dwelling House or other Building, Masill ”“ i 
shall have been obtained by fraud or not, whenever it shall be sus- 
pected that any person or persons is or are about to pull down or 
demolish, or to commit any unlawful waste or destruction upon such 
Dwelling House or other Building, or part of such Dwelling House or 
3 ° other Building, it shall and may be lawful to and for any owner, lessor 
or landlord thereof, or any other person or persons entitled to the same, 
or interested in the preservation thereof, or for any trustee or agent 
acting upon the part or behalf of any lessor so interested, to make and 
take an oath or affidavit in writing (or affirmation in writing, if a 
35 Quaker), before any neighbouring Magistrate if in the county, or before 
a legal or chartered Magistrate if within a town, city or other separate 
jurisdiction, or before the Magistrate of the Head Office of Police if in 
the city of Dublin, stating the belief and suspicion of the persons 
making such affidavit or affirmation, that some person or persons in the 
40 possession or occupation of such Dwelling House or other Building, or at 
some part of such Dwelling House or other Building, or by the permission 
or collusion of some person in the occupation of such Dwelling House or 
other Building, or of some part of such Dwelling House or other Building, 
hath or have an intention to commit, or do propose to commit, some 
such wilful or fraudulent waste and destruction as is hereinbefore 
2 ~~‘ described, 
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described, or if any such waste or destruction shall have been commenced, 
then that the same was fraudulent or malicious, and not for the purpose 
of any intended improvement or beneficial alteration in such Dwelling 
House or other Building, or part of such Dwelling House or other 
Building, and which oath and affirmation such Magistrate, or legal or 
chartered Justice, or police Magistrate, (as the case may be) is and 
are hereby empowered and required to administer ; and upon such 
affidavit or affirmation being made by such person or persons as 
aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for such Justice of the peace, 



who (hall 
thereupon 
give Notice 

not to proceed or l e g a l or chartered Magistrate, or such police Magistrate as afore- 10 

without the ‘ ' ' ' ' ~ * 



Licence of 
fuch Magif- 



said, to issue a notice in writing, signed by such Justices of the 
peace, chartered Magistrate, or police Magistrate, before whom such 
affidavit or affirmation shall be made, stating that information 
on oath or affirmation had been received, that some person or persons, 
occupiers of such Dwelling House or other Building, or acting under 15 
or by the authority or permission of and in collusion with such occupiers 
of such Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling 
House or other Building, do intend and are about to commit wilful and 
fraudulent waste, by pulling down and destroying such Dwelling House 
or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling House or other Build- 20 
ing, and cautioning and admonishing all such persons, and all persons 
whomsoever, not to proceed to pull down or destroy, or otherwise injure 
such Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling 
House or other Building, until special leave licence and authority for 
that purpose shall be first procured from and given by the Justice of the 25 
peace, or chartered or other Magistrate, by whom such notice shall be 
signed ; and such notice so as aforesaid signed, shall be served on any 
and every person by whom it shall be suspected that such waste and 
destruction shall, be intended to be committed, or by whom any such 
waste and destruction shall have been commenced, if such person can 30 
be found, and if not, then such notice shall be affixed on the principal 
door or entrance of such Dwelling House or other Building ; and every 
and any person who, after being duly served with such notice, after such 
notice shall be posted on the principal door or entrance of such Dwelling 
Mifdemeanor. House or other Building, shall without such leave, licence or authority 35 
as aforesaid, pull down or demolish, or shall begin to pull down or 
demolish, or shall proceed in pulling down or demolishing, any such 
Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling House 
or other Building, or who shall wilfully and unlawfully aid abet or 
assist in the pulling down or demolishing, or beginning to pull down 40 
or demolish, or proceeding in pulling down or demolishing, of any such 
Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such Dwelling House 
or other Building, or in committing any unlawful waste or destruction 
thereof or therein, shall be deemed and is hereby declared to be guilty of 
a Misdemeanor. 
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And be it further Enacted, That if any such notice as aforesaid shall Noticed good 
be personally served on any person as aforesaid, or in case personal addrfffscUo 
service cannot be effected, if such notice shall be regularly posted, ^,^ erfon by 
according to the directions in this Act contained, on the door or principal 
5 entrance of any such Dwelling House or other Building, such notice 
shall be deemed good and sufficient for the purposes of this Act, although 
such notice shall not be addressed to such person by his or her name, 
or by any name whatsoever. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons whosoever Perfons 
io shall, after the service or posting of such notice, begin to pull down and pulling down 
destroy, or shall proceed in pulling down or destroying, or shall other- ^terYucIf 
wise wilfully and maliciously injure and commit unlawful waste in, on b°appre- ay 
or to any such Dwelling House or other Building, or any part of such 
Dwelling House or other Building, or if any person or persons, having until they 
15 commenced any such waste, pulling down or destruction, shall not not to proceed 
immediately desist from continuing and committing such offence, it Repair C ° 
shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the peace or Magistrate as Damages ' 
aforesaid, and he is hereby authorized anil required to issue his warrant, 
under his hand and seal, directed to any constable or constables, 

20 authorizing such constable or constables to prevent such pulling down 
and destruction of such Dwelling House or other Building, or any part 
of such Dwelling House or other Building, and to take into custody and 
apprehend every person present aiding and assisting in such pulling down 
and destruction, and to bring all such persons before such Magistrate ; 

25 and it shall be lawful for such Magistrate or Justice of the peace to 
commit any such offender, so taken and apprehended, to any neighbour- 
ing jail or prison, there to remain without bail or mainprize, until such 
offender shall give good and sufficient security by recognizance, condi- 
tioned not to commit, or proceed in committing, such wilful waste and 
g 0 destruction ; and in case any such waste and destruction shall have been 
in part committed, then also conditioned to rebuild and repair such 
Dwelling House or other Building, so as to leave the same in as good 
tenantable order and condition as such Dwelling House or other Build- 
ing was in previous to the commission of such waste and destruction as 
35 aforesaid, and which recognizance every such Justice of the peace or 
Magistrate is hereby authorized and required to take. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That in case any p art j esinay 
tenant or tenants, occupier or occupiers, of any Dwelling House or other P roc . e « d 111 
Building, shall, on being required so to do by any such Justice of the Houfes.or 
peace or Magistrate as aforesaid, enter into a good and sufficient security, fecunty to 
by recognizance, with two sufficient sureties, in such sum as such Magis- jjj^jf 1 **** fo 
trate shall require, conditioned to rebuild and repair any such Dwelling 
House or other Building within calendar months from the 

date of such recognizance, and to put such Dwelling House or other 
292. B Building 
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Building in as tenantable state of repair, or in such the like state of repair 
as the same was previous to the commencement of any wilful waste and 
destruction thereof or therein, then and in every such case it shall and 
may be lawful for such persons so entering into such recognizance, 
and their workmen and assistants, to proceed in making any repair or 5 
alterations and improvements of or in such Dwelling House or other 
Building, as if this Act had not been made ; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend or be construed to extend to deprive any lessor, landlord or 10 
other person of any remedy either at law or in equity, which before 
the passing of this Act such lessor, landlord or other person might 
legally or equitably have pursued against any person or persons whom- 
soever, either for the obtaining satisfaction for any injury sustained by 
such lessor, landlord or other person, or for preventing such injury, not- 15 
withstanding the offence by which such injury may be occasioned shall 
be such as to incur the penalty of Misdemeanor within the meaning of 
this Act ; but it shall and may be lawful for any lessor, landlord or 
other person to institute and pursue all or any of such remedies, and to 
receive satisfaction thereupon, in the same manner as if this Act had 
not been made ; any thing in this Act contained to the contrary in 
any wise notwithstanding. 
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